
9 April 2015 

From the CEO Liz Callaghan 

Another short week for Palliative Care Australia (PCA) but 
it has been busy. The events team has released a video 
for the upcoming 13th Australian Palliative Care 
Conference. See across for more information and to view 
the video. We are still gearing up for the Australian 
Palliative Care Conference so make sure to submit your 
abstracts by 27 April 2015.  

Our policy manager, Amanda Bresnan attended the 
Neurological Alliance meeting on Monday. For more 
information please see the article on the next page.  

Today I am meeting with members of the ACT Palliative 
Care network to discuss how ACT can benefit from using 
the Decision Assist Advisory lines and attending Decision 
Assist workshops on palliative care and advance           
care planning.  

I am looking forward to catching up with colleagues at 
the Experts Project Group for Decision Assist in Sydney 
this week. This week the project group will be examining 
the actions arising from the mid project review.  

We have announced the theme for National Palliative 
Care Week, “Dying to talk; talking about dying won’t kill 
you”. The week is approaching fast so lock in the dates 24 
– 30 May 2015. More information on digital promotional 
materials will be available shortly.  

World Parkinson’s Day is this Saturday so I urge everyone 
to spread the word and raise awareness for Parkinson’s 
disease. It affects over 100,000 Australians and there 
needs to be a stronger push to integrate palliative care 
into the Parkinson’s care plan. To see our neurological 
position statement released in November 2014 click here. 

E-News 
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Fit for the Future 

Palliative Care: Fit for the Future – what does it mean? 

Conference program committee chair Associate 
Professor Jennifer Tieman spoke to Palliative Care 
Australia about her vision for the 13th Australian 
Palliative Care Conference. In this short video, Professor 
Tieman explains the vision behind the theme and the 
content of the conference. 

Professor Tieman is excited about the opportunities this 
theme provides for delegates to look at the big 
questions in palliative care while giving avenues for 
ongoing discussion of the central focus of what we do – 
meeting the needs of the patients and carers. 

Please add your voice, ideas and experience to the 
discussion by submitting an abstract for presentation. 
Abstract submissions close Monday 27 April 2015. Click 
here to submit your abstract. 

Associate Professor Jennifer Tieman on the video speaking about 

the conference theme 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UQFUEd03Mk
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/13apcc2015/Abstracts/
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/13apcc2015/Abstracts/
http://www.palliativecare.org.au/Ourwork/NationalPalliativeCareWeek.aspx
http://www.palliativecare.org.au/Ourwork/NationalPalliativeCareWeek.aspx
https://shakeitup.org.au/pause4parkinsons/
http://www.palliativecare.org.au/Portals/46/Neurological%20Position%20Statement%20PDF.pdf
https://twitter.com/Pall_Care_Aus
https://www.youtube.com/user/pallcareaustralia
http://www.ehospice.com/australia
http://www.palliativecare.org.au
mailto:pcainc@palliativecare.org.au
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/112617
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UQFUEd03Mk
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/13apcc2015/Abstracts/
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/13apcc2015/Abstracts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UQFUEd03Mk


Neurological Alliance Meeting Public Consultations 
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Extending life not the biggest priority for late-stage 
cancer patients? SINAGPORE - A study by the Lien Centre 
for palliative care and collaborators from NCCS found late-
stage cancer patients would prefer to pay more to die at 
home rather than to spend on extending their lives or 
avoiding severe pain. 
To read the full article click here  
 
Doc’s book: What if it were your mother? USA – A new 
book by a Geisinger Health System expert on breast cancer 
hopes to ease patients and physicians into having end-of-
life conversations with loved ones and patients.  
To read the full article click here 
 
Hospice versus palliative care, what is the difference? 
FRANCE — Although hospice and palliative care both focus 
on helping a patient to be more comfortable by addressing 
issues that cause physical or emotional pain, their 
definitions are different.  
To read the full article click here 
 
Being Mortal and having your say GLOBAL -  Atul 
Gawande, who wrote “Being Mortal — Medicine and 
What Matters in the End,” is a surgeon who is not 
concerned with winning the popularity vote among          
his peers. 
To read the full article click here 

News Briefs 

eHospice Australia:  

Featured in eHospice this week: 

 University of New South Wales centre leads research 

into dementia prevention 

 PalAssist goes 24/7 in Queensland 

 Dementia cafes - a good idea for Australian aged 

care? 

 

Amanda Bresnan, National Policy Manager attended a   
face-to-face meeting of the Neurological Alliance on 7 
April, on behalf of Liz Callaghan CEO. The Neurological 
Alliance are not-for-profit peak organisations representing 
adults and children living with progressive neurological or 
muscular conditions in Australia.  

The members of the Alliance are Alzheimer’s Australia, 
Brain Injury Australia, Huntington’s Australia, MND 
Australia, MJD Foundation, MS Australia, Muscular 
Dystrophy Australia, Muscular Dystrophy Foundation 
Australia, Parkinson’s Australia and Spinal and Muscular 
Atrophy Australia.  

In November 2014, a joint position statement between PCA 
and the Neurological Alliance on Palliative Care and 
Neurological Conditions was launched at Parliament House 
at the Parliamentary Friends of End of Life Care Group. The 
joint position statement is available here. 

PCA’s attendance at the 7 April meeting was to discuss the 
next steps in progressing the position statement. PCA has 
already sent the position statement to all state and 
territory Premiers and Chief Ministers, and federal, state 
and territory health, disability and community services 
ministers. Acknowledgement and positive responses     
were received.  

At the meeting it was agreed the Neurological Alliance 
needs to promote the statement within their sectors, and 
services and their staff, including palliative care, need to be 
aware that PCA and the Neurological Alliance are working 
together to promote mutual understanding and the 
position statement. It was agreed the two organisations 
would continue to work together in the future to promote 
the position statement and an understanding of the 
importance of palliative care for people living with 
neurological conditions. 

Draft Clinical Practice Guidelines for Dementia in 
Australia  
The first guidelines on the diagnosis and management of 
dementia in Australia have been released for public 
consultation. To submit comments please click here 

 Submissions close 5:00pm 15 May 2015 
 Please email submissions to: 

dementia.guidelines@flinders.edu.au   
 For more information contact: Kate Laver             

+61 8 8276 9666  
 
Independent Hospital Pricing Authority Clinical Trials  
The Independent Hospital Pricing Authority (IHPA) is 
seeking feedback on its public consultation 
paper Development of a Table of Standard Costs for 
Conducting Clinical Trials in Australia.  
 Submissions close 5:00pm 28 April 2015 

 Please email submissions to: 
submissions.ihpa@ihpa.gov.au  

 For more information visit IHPA website 
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