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As you know the Federal Budget was released on Tuesday 
outlining the financial changes the government will make 
over the next two years. 
 
The Federal Budget is aimed at addressing pressing 
health concerns but continues to ignore one of the most 
vulnerable groups – those who are seeking to access 
palliative care in the setting of their choice. With a stated 
focus on innovation and value for money this Budget 
could have benefitted greatly from an investment in 
community palliative care. There is growing evidence that 
community care provides value for money, relieves 
pressure on the acute system and is better able to 
manage the needs of a palliative care patient.  
  
Yesterday I hosted the National Palliative Care Advisory 
Committee teleconference. The issue of priorities for 
updating position statements was discussed, as well as 
the Budget and preparations for National Palliative     
Care Week (NPCW).  
 
Tomorrow I am meeting with representatives from 
Senator Fiona Nash’s office to discuss Senator Nash’s 
participation in activities during NPCW and the 13th 
Australian Palliative Care Conference (13APCC).  
Consumer directed care has been a focus for the Select 
Committee on Health with Palliative Care Australia (PCA) 
making a submission last week. Please see the article on 
the next page for more details.   

E-News 
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Left to right: PCA CEO Liz Callaghan, Health Minister The 
Honourable Sussan Ley and CEO CHA Suzanne Greenwood at the 
post budget breakfast  

Decision Assist (DA) Expert Project Group held a full day 
communications strategy meeting last week. The day put 
forward a new plan to move the project into the next 
phase including undertaking a stakeholder engagement 
strategy. The DA project continues to be well received 
and used once services know about the project. To have 
available a national phone line that can provide advice 
for health professionals about palliative care and 
advance care planning is something to be valued and 
PCA encourages its promotion when and where          
ever possible.   
 
Last week we filmed another prominent Australian for 
our NPCW promotional videos. Luke Ryan is a Melbourne 
comedian known for his stand up about cancer after he 
released his book “A funny thing happened on the way 
to chemo”. His take on death and dying was refreshingly 
light and witty after he faced multiple near death 
experiences in his teens and twenties.  

PCA’s NPCW online competition last week was a great 
success. Congratulations Allison Leech who’s funeral 
song was ‘Meet Me in the Middle of the Air’ by the 
Aussie rocker Paul Kelly. Keep an eye out for this week’s 
competition – the question: What’s on your bucket list? 
Go in the running to win a $50 apple gift card, closes 
tomorrow 5pm AEST.  
 

PCA and their video team getting ready to film Melbourne comedian 
Luke Ryan 

http://www.budget.gov.au/
eiseverywhere.com/ehome/112617
eiseverywhere.com/ehome/112617
https://twitter.com/Pall_Care_Aus
https://www.youtube.com/user/pallcareaustralia
http://www.ehospice.com/australia
http://www.palliativecare.org.au
mailto:pcainc@palliativecare.org.au
http://www.caresearch.com.au/caresearch/tabid/2583/Default.aspx
http://www.lukeayresryan.com/
http://www.angusrobertson.com.au/books/a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-way-to-chemo-luke-ryan/p/9781922213242?gclid=CjwKEAjw7MuqBRC2nNacqJmIpT0SJABQXAOtklJOKs9k63EN6J9tCixdzALf_xf0_J0XRYJtfZ3llxoCZQTw_wcB
http://www.angusrobertson.com.au/books/a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-way-to-chemo-luke-ryan/p/9781922213242?gclid=CjwKEAjw7MuqBRC2nNacqJmIpT0SJABQXAOtklJOKs9k63EN6J9tCixdzALf_xf0_J0XRYJtfZ3llxoCZQTw_wcB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Udquj5dfGnw
https://www.facebook.com/palliativecareaustralia


PCA Policy Submissions 

Budget wishes:  palliative care wants to normalise 
dying— Palliative care feature in the Budget wish lists of 
consumer and professional groups.  Palliative Care 
Australia’s project to normalise dying is an important part 
of the Federal Budget says PCA CEO Liz Callaghan.   
To read the full article click here 
 
ACT midwife of the year looks after couples who have lost 
their babies—Alison Clarke dedicates her life to supporting 
parents after their babies are stillborn or have suffered 
neonatal death.  
To read the full article click here 
 
Saving Little Stars in Greece—Produced by Melbourne 
based Moonshine Movies, Little Stars is a campaign set to 
inform and promote the value of paediatric palliative care 
for children with life-limiting conditions and for their 
families worldwide.  
To read the full article click here 
 
Why I told my family my end-of-life treatment wishes at 
age 28—A blog by a healthy 28 year old woman who has 
an advance care plan and why she completed one.  
To read the full article click here 
 
Quentin Blake’s Great Ormond Street ‘end of life’ gift for 
families of dying children UK—The great illustrator of the 
Roald Dahl classic children’s book has produced art for a 
new family room in the children’s hospital in Britain.  
For the full article click here 
 
Kate Middleton Urges People to Support Children’s 
Hospice Week in a Heartfelt Letter—Kate Middleton wrote 
a letter to encourage support and raise awareness  for 
families of children with life-limiting conditions. 
Tor read the full article click here 
 
CONFERENCE—23rd International Conference of the 
Indian Association of Palliative Care 12-14 February 2016 
For more details click here 

News Briefs 
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Jodi Rose—Journeys of the Heart Book 

eHospice Australia:  

Featured in eHospice this week: 

 Dying to talk? 

 Analgesic overuse - a potential crisis for pain 

management 

 Nepean Blue Mountains Health keeps the 

tradition alive 

PCA submission on consumer directed care  

Last week PCA made a submission on the Department of Social 
Services (DSS) consultation on the extension of consumer 
directed care to consumers and home care providers through 
the Home Care Packages Programme. 

DSS released for feedback proposed changes to the User Rights 
Principles to reflect the requirements of consumer directed 
care. With regards to the exposure draft of the User Rights 
Amendment (Consumer Directed Care) Principles 2015 and the 
discussion in the consultation paper, PCA stated there needed 
to be a stronger acknowledgement of respecting people’s 
wishes when they no longer have the capacity to                  
make decisions. 

The submission is available at http://
www.palliativecare.org.au/Policy/SubmissionsandReports.aspx 

In 2012, Jodi Rose’s husband—the swimming legend Murray 
Rose—was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukaemia. After his 
death that year, Jodi realised that she’d been presented with 
an opportunity to open her heart in a new way. The result of 
this discovery is her book Journeys of the Heart: Carers’ 
Stories of Life, Love and Transformation (Hardback, $29.99). In 
Journeys of the Heart, Jodi shares her own story of caring for 
Murray and presents the stories of many others who cared for 
a loved one as they faced death. Each story is unique and 
gives us beneficial insights into the carer’s role—its challenges 
as well as its rewards. In talking about their experiences, the 
contributors reveal some of the lessons in healing and 
transformation they learnt along their journeys. For anyone 
travelling the path of carer for a loved one, their stories offer 
comfort, inspiration and a sense of connection. 
 
Buy a copy of Journeys of the Heart and help support 
Palliative Care Australia. 
 
Purchase the book online directly from Arbon Publishing, and 
receive free shipping to all Australian addresses. Simply visit: 
www.arbonpublishing.com and enter in the code: PCA. For 
each copy of the book purchased using the PCA code, Arbon 
Publishing will donate $3 to Palliative Care Australia. 

http://www.heraldsun.com.au/leader/outer-east/emeralds-fernlea-house-forced-to-cut-palliative-care-for-patients-under-65/story-fnrwkhlp-1227323159706
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/act-midwife-of-the-year-looks-after-couples-who-have-lost-their-babies-20150508-ggwzg7.html
http://neoskosmos.com/news/en/Saving-Little-Stars-in-Greece
http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/fieldclinic/Why-I-told-my-family-my-end-of-life-treatment-wishes-at-age-28.html
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2015/may/03/quentin-blake-great-ormond-street-end-of-life
http://www.ibtimes.com/kate-middleton-urges-people-support-childrens-hospice-week-heartfelt-letter-1917717
http://www.iapcon2016pune.in
https://twitter.com/Pall_Care_Aus
https://www.youtube.com/user/pallcareaustralia
http://www.ehospice.com/australia
http://www.palliativecare.org.au
mailto:pcainc@palliativecare.org.au
http://www.ehospice.com/australia/ArticleView/tabid/10688/ArticleId/15071/language/en-GB/View.aspx
http://www.ehospice.com/australia/ArticleView/tabid/10688/ArticleId/15049/language/en-GB/View.aspx
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http://www.ehospice.com/australia/ArticleView/tabid/10688/ArticleId/15015/language/en-GB/View.aspx
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