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PCA 2015-16 Federal Budget Bulletin Summary 
 
In the Public Health, Chronic Disease and Palliative Care program area there is an overall reduction from 
$200,119 million in 2014-15 to $194,861 million in 2015-15. Nothing specific is mentioned for palliative care 
other than that the Government will: 
 

continue to support State and Territory Government palliative care activities, as well as activities 
within the primary and aged care sectors, aimed at improving access to high quality palliative care 
for all Australians as they require it. The Government will fund national palliative care projects that 
focus on education, training, quality standards, and advance care planning to enhance the quality of 
palliative care service delivery and increase support for people who are dying, their families and 
carers. 

Palliative Care Service Funding 
The only specific new funding for palliative care is for the Wimmera Health Care Group for an oncology, 
dialysis and community palliative care centre with a one-off payment of $1million. 
Funding for Hummingbird House in Brisbane from the 2014-15 Budget is noted, however this is a part of the 
National Partnership payments. 
 

MBS 
There is a major focus on reviewing how Medicare and the Medical Benefits Scheme (MBS) operates. The 
two major parts of this are the MBS Review Taskforce - clinician-led including health economists, academics 
and consumer - and a Primary Health Care Advisory Group to explore innovative models of primary health 
care funding and delivery, to address chronic disease in an ageing population. This will include 
consideration of alternative funding models and partnership arrangements with the States and Territories. 
With both of these palliative care would have a significant role to play, particularly looking at community 
based palliative care and the role this can play in reducing health care costs and treating people in an 
appropriate way, across the community including the ageing population. PCA will be raising palliative care 
involvement in these taskforces. 
 

PBS 
Changes have been proposed to the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) including a discretionary $1 
discount that can be applied to prescriptions, changes to the co-payment and removing certain medications 
from the PBS that are also available over the counter. The budget does not contain any details of these 
changes, however it is an issue PCA are closely monitoring. A review of the Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Advisory Committee’s (PBAC) submission guidelines was announced in April this year. The guidelines are 
used by the pharmaceutical industry to prepare submissions to the PBAC so it can assess whether a product 
should be included on the PBS. 
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eHealth 
The Government has allocated $485.1 million for eHealth, including the redevelopment and continued operation of 
the Personally Controlled Electronic Health Record. New participation arrangements will be trialled, including an opt-
out system. The quality indicator for this budget area is ‘Participation trial findings inform future planning to increase 
participation in, and meaningful use of, the My Health Record.’ As PCA have stated previously including advance care 
plans in the PCEHR would help achieve this more meaningful use. 
 

Cancer Screening 
There is a focus on cancer screening and treatment. Given cancer patients are the largest group of people accessing 
palliative care, this would point to the need to increase awareness of palliative care amongst cancer and also chronic 
disease groups. 
 

Health Programs 
There was a significant focus in the health budget on ‘rationalising and streamlining’ health programs, which will 
include health flexible funds where majority of peak funding comes from. This will see a total reduction of $121,499 
million in 2015-16, increasing up to $337,235 million in 2018=19. No definitive details are available on what 
programs will be included or rationalised, but it is an issue PCA will be closely monitoring. 
 

Breast Care Nurses 
The Government will continue to fund the McGrath Foundation Breast Care Nurses. PCA has recently worked with 
the Breast Cancer Network Australia to develop a metastatic breast cancer proposal. We have spoken to the 
Department of Health about the importance of including women who have metastatic or secondary breast cancer in 
this group of women who are treated and hope that the role of palliative care in is also recognised. 
 Minister for Health Media Release – Healthier Budget to Deliver a Healthier Australia  
 Health Portfolio Budget Statement 
 

Social Services—Carers 
In Social Services, the Budget includes the continuation of aged care reforms including My Aged Care; the formation 
of the Commonwealth Home Support Program; consumer directed care; and changes to accessing services for 
carers. The Budget also introduces an integrated plan for carer support services, which will consolidate carer 
programmes (excluding planned respite) from aged care, disability and mental health and create a specific gateway 
for carers to access supports. This continues a stated government commitment to make it easier for older people 
and carers to access support services.  
 Link to Department of Social Services media releases and Portfolio Budget Statements 
 

Palliative Care Australia’s media release on the Federal Budget can be found here. 
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