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When people get
EARLY ACCESS
to palliative care (at least
90 days before death),
outcomes improve and
health costs go down

- KPMG

Each day more than

4 O O PEOPLE

die of a life-limiting illness,
yet more than
three in five (62%)
do not receive specialist
palliative care at any stage

- ABS, AIHW

Everyone has a right to
quality palliative care

15 oavs

is the average
time before death
that someone sees a
specialist palliative care
service for the first time

- AIHW

A majority of clinicians
outside specialist
palliative care say they
LACK THE TIME
AND FUNDING
to meet demand for
palliative care

- PCA National Palliative Care
Workforce Survey 2024



Palliative Care Australia’s 2026 Federal Budget
proposals will all make a contribution to
relieving “bed block” in our public hospitals. Palliative Care

Australia
+ $2.61 million over 2 years to review and update the National Palliative Care Service
( z Development Guidelines, which are fundamental to service planning and funding decisions.
MaXIm_Ise_ G » Last updated in 2018, the new Guidelines will reflect significant changes in population
to palliative demographics, workforce capacity, models of care, and policy.
care_m the * Updated Guidelines will set out a clear role for primary care services, aged care services and
coming decades state/territory-run services. This will be critical to meeting the growing demand for palliative
care in the coming decade.
9 * Remove the 16-week time limit on participation in the End-of-Life Pathway.
* Base access to the End-of-Life Pathway on need, not life expectancy.
E% Strengthen o . . ' . -
palliative care in « Commission an independent evaluation of the impact of prognosis-based eligibility on access
to aged care, as recommended by the Inspector-General of Aged Care.
aged care
« Commission an independent, two-yearly public report to assess whether access to palliative
care and provider palliative care capability is improving.
* $12.45 million per year plus CPI as an ongoing Commonwealth contribution to permanently
embed the Comprehensive Palliative Care in Aged Care (CPCIAC) measure, matched by states
and territories and due to expire in June 2026.
+ $63.4 million per year to better recognise palliative care delivered through primary care via a
new practice payment to cover palliative care activities not covered by Medicare.
* $16.2 million over 2 years for a pilot program of non-clinical care for 1,000 people over
@@ 2 years. Pilot will include those under 65 with a terminal illness who need support with the
Support at activities of daily living to remain at home and out of hospital - and who cannot get this
home for people support from the NDIS.
under 65 with a + Pilot should include children and adolescents. Palliative Care Australia Limited
terminal iliness * Outcomes of the pilot will inform future Foundational Support arrangements for this cohort. P: 02 6232 0700
PCA calls on all governments to clarify their long-term plan to fill this service gap. E: pca@palliativecare.org.au

palliativecare.org.au



