
6 August 2015 

From the CEO –Liz Callaghan 

Palliative Care Australia’s (PCA) National Policy Advisory 
Committee (NPAC) met in Canberra this week and 
discussed a number of issues affecting the sector. The 
meeting focused on policy issues such as a suite of reviews 
underway, including the Primary Health Care Review 
discussed below. Participants discussed strategies to 
ensure that PCA was able to represent the national voice of 
member organisations through strong communication    
and collaboration.  
 
Community and consumer engagement was a strong 
theme emerging from the meeting, with many Member 
Organisations engaging through innovative means such as 
art exhibitions. PCA is excited to announce 'Paper 
Garments for the Grave' will be showing at the 13th 
Australian Palliative Care Conference (APCC) in Melbourne 
next month.  
 
The PCA Board met today and covered a wide ranging 
agenda including the upcoming APCC and the ongoing 
transition of the National Standards Assessment Program 
into an online environment. The Board also discussed in 
detail the Primary Health Care Discussion paper, released 
this week (discussed below) and the Health Peak and 
Advisory Body Funding Programme. 
 
Many of Australia’s carers are young people and the 
Federal Government has announced applications for the 
2016 Young Carer Bursary Programme open on 18 August 
2015. The bursary supports young carers up to 25 years old 
to continue their studies and ease financial pressures while 
caring for a loved one. Each bursary is worth $3000 with 
333 being delivered across Australia.  

E-News 
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The Government’s 2014 election promise allocated             
$3 million over three years to the program which is 
delivered through Carers Australia. To apply and for more 
information visit the Young Carers website. 
 
This week, the Government released an options discussion 
paper on primary health care reform. The paper encourages 
feedback from patients and health professionals to help 
work with Australians to deliver a primary health care 
system which meets Australian’s needs. An online survey 
will be open from Thursday 6 August until Thursday 3 
September to receive feedback with public consultations 
being held across Australia. To view the paper and complete 
the survey click here 
 
The conference standard registration pricing closes Friday 7 
August 2015 so get in quick otherwise only late registrations 
will be available.  
 
The prestigious Ian Maddocks Guest Lecture was awarded 
to Dr Sally Banfield from Alice Springs. Dr Banfield was 
chosen from hundreds of abstracts with her focus on 
Aboriginal palliative care. To read the full article see the 
next page.     

The PCA Board in Canberra  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-01-08/paper-garments-for-the-grave/6004876
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-01-08/paper-garments-for-the-grave/6004876
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/112617
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/112617
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/H1516G001
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/H1516G001
https://twitter.com/Pall_Care_Aus
https://www.youtube.com/user/pallcareaustralia
http://www.ehospice.com/australia
http://www.palliativecare.org.au
mailto:pcainc@palliativecare.org.au
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/112617
http://www.youngcarers.net.au
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/PrimaryHealthCareAdvisoryGroup-1#consult
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/112617


eHospice Australia:  

Featured in eHospice this week: 

 Prestigious lecture to address Indigenous     
palliative care 

 Needs assessment of older people with chronic 
mental illness 

 WA aged care staff learn to talk about dying 

 I’m singing your song 

Nothing prepares you for being the daughter of           
ageing parents—An article from the perspective on a 
daughter needing to look after her ageing parents.  
To read the full article click here 
 
Our culture of grieving is changing: a manly pat on the 
back will no longer do—An article on how men grieve in 
the 21st century and how attitudes need to change.   
To read the full article click here 
 
Oliver Sacks, who has taught us so much, now teaches us 
the art of dying—Oliver Sacks talks about life as a gift 
rather than bemoaning death as a medical failure.  
To read the full article click here 
 
NPS Medicine Wise honorary membership now open -
Organisations are encouraged to put forward any 
individuals who have made a significant contribution to 
quality use of medicines and medical tests. 
For more information contact Nicola Ryan or                     
call (02) 8217 8671 
 
Dying to Know Day—On 8 August 2015 The Groundswell 
Project holds Dying to Know Day to encourage people to 
have conversations around death, dying                           
and bereavement.  
For more information click here  

News Briefs 

Donate Life Week 

PCA Conference Update 
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Decision Assist—free workshops 

Make sure to register for Tasmania and 
Queensland workshops in Residential Aged 
Care and Home Care. A list of the workshop 
locations and dates can be found on the 
Decision Assist website.  
Decision Assist released the August 2015 
project update newsletter which can be found here.  

Workshops/Events 

Rural generalist registrar Dr 
Sally Banfield will present this 
year’s Ian Maddocks Lecture at 
the conference. The lecture is 
presented at each Australian 
Palliative Care conference by 
the author of the best abstract 
submitted by someone under 
the age of 40, who is working or 
studying in the field of    
palliative care. 
 
As part of the Ian Maddocks Lecture at the 13th Australian 
Palliative Care Conference, Dr Banfield will give the first 
presentation of outcomes from her two year project into 
end-of-life care for Indigenous Australians. 
 
Dr Banfield is speaking on Thursday 3 September 2015. For 
more information on the program click here. 

DonateLife Week is held from 2 August—9 August 2015 and is 
the national awareness week to promote organ and tissue 
donation in Australia. DonateLife Week provides a timely 
reminder to all Australians of the need to discuss their 
donation decision with loved ones, and to ask and know their 
donation decisions.  It’s a week dedicated to having the chat 
that saves lives.  
For more information visit the website:  
http://www.donatelife.gov.au/donatelife-week-2015 

SURVEY—National Guidelines for Spiritual Care in Aged Care 
These guidelines is a joint project between Pastoral & 
Spiritual Care of Older People (PASCOP) and Spiritual Health 
Victoria (SHV). The Guidelines Project is funded by the 
Australian Department of Social Services and is due for 
completion in June 2016.  
The survey closes on 4 September. To complete the survey 
click here. For more information email Tracey McDonald 
 
SUMMIT—International Healthcare and Social Media 
What: First International Healthcare and Social Media 
Summit presented by Mayo Clinic and hosted by APHA. 
When: 1 –2 September 2015 
Where: Brisbane, QLD 
For more information click here 
 
AWARDS—National Disability Awards 
What: The ninth National Disability awards nominations are 
now open. There are six categories open for individuals and 
organisations. 
When: Nominations close 4 September 2015 and will be 
presented on 25 November Parliament House, Canberra. 
To nominate: www.idpwd.com.au or call 1800 672 682 

http://www.ehospice.com/australia/ArticleView/tabid/10688/ArticleId/16274/language/en-GB/View.aspx
http://www.ehospice.com/australia/ArticleView/tabid/10688/ArticleId/16274/language/en-GB/View.aspx
http://www.ehospice.com/australia/ArticleView/tabid/10688/ArticleId/15944/language/en-GB/View.aspx
http://www.ehospice.com/australia/ArticleView/tabid/10688/ArticleId/15944/language/en-GB/View.aspx
http://www.ehospice.com/australia/ArticleView/tabid/10688/ArticleId/16262/language/en-GB/View.aspx
http://www.ehospice.com/australia/ArticleView/tabid/10688/ArticleId/16225/language/en-GB/View.aspx
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/aug/02/nothing-prepares-you-daughter-ageing-parents-jackie-kay
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jul/31/men-culture-grieving-robert-peston-male-insensitivity?CMP=soc_567
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jul/25/oliver-sacks-who-has-taught-us-so-much-now-teaches-us-the-art-of-dying
mailto:ceo@nps.org.au
http://www.thegroundswellproject.com/dyingtoknowday/
https://twitter.com/Pall_Care_Aus
https://www.youtube.com/user/pallcareaustralia
http://www.ehospice.com/australia
http://www.palliativecare.org.au
mailto:pcainc@palliativecare.org.au
http://www.ehospice.com/australia/en-gb/home.aspx
http://www.caresearch.com.au/caresearch/tabid/3207/Default.aspx
http://palliativecare.org.au/decision-assist-newsletter/
http://www.donatelife.gov.au/donatelife-week-2015
http://nationalguidelines.pascop.org.au/
mailto:tracey.mcdonald@acu.edu.au
http://event.icebergevents.com.au/mayoinoz2015/
http://www.idpwd.com.au
http://www.donatelife.gov.au/donatelife-week-2015

