
13 August 2015 

From the CEO –Liz Callaghan 

More than 700 people have registered for the 13th 
Australian Palliative Care Conference (APCC). Standard 
registration has closed but late registrations are still open for 
those who have not yet registered. The range and diversity 
of speakers is exceptional and Palliative Care Australia (PCA) 
are looking forward to receiving feedback about the program 
at the conference. An article on conference speaker 
Professor David Currow can be found on the next page.  
 
Nominations for the PCA inaugural national awards are  
being evaluated by an independent panel with the winners 
to be announced at the conference Gala Dinner. Given the 
high quality of the nominations put forward it will be a 
challenge to choose the winners.  
 
Earlier this week, PCA National Policy Manager Philippa 
Kirkpatrick attended the CareSearch National Advisory Group 
in Adelaide. The meeting provide a good opportunity for 
participants to give input to the plans for CareSearch’s 
systematic review collection reorganisation and strategies to 
maintain content currency.  
 
There was also discussion on how PCA could facilitate 
communication between groups conducting major palliative 
care projects across Australia to identify synergies and 
opportunities for collaboration. 

E-News 
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PCA met with the convenors of the Parliamentary Friends 
End of Life Group, Senator Catryna Bilyk and Nola Marino 
MP. Both are very engaged in raising awareness of the 
issues facing people at the end of life. The topic for the next 
Parliamentary Friends End of Life Group is medicinal 
cannabis – a timely discussion given the trials underway 
with the senate report relating to the Regulator of Medicinal 
Cannabis Bill, tabled this week. 
 
PCA community engagement officer Heidi Moore is speaking 
at the National Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, Transgender, and 
Intersex (LGBTI) Health Alliance Conference in Canberra 
tomorrow. The presentation titled “Palliative Care for LGBTI 
People” focuses on LGBTI people in palliative care and    
their needs.  
 
It is important that services create a safe and inclusive 
environment for LGBTI people so they can feel comfortable 
and safe accessing palliative care. PCA have developed a 
draft policy position statement on palliative care for LGBTI 
peoples to reinforce our support in providing quality 
palliative care for LGBTI people who require it. This position 
statement is currently being considered by members of PCA 
National Policy Advisory Committee. Keep an eye out on 
ehospice tomorrow to read the feature story.   
 
 

Left to right: Gretchen Irvine, Nola Marino MP, PCA CEO Liz 
Callaghan and Philippa Kirkpatrick at the Parliamentary Friends End 
of Life Group meeting 

Left: Professor David PenningtonRight: Medicinal cannabis advocate Lucy 
Haslam. Both spoke at a briefing on medicinal cannabis at Parliament 
yesterday which PCA attended.  
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https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/13apcc2015/home/
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=112617&
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/file_uploads/481d2cc41819ff0efc230e1489b9ed46_DavidCurrowbio.pdf
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/13apcc2015/309908/
https://twitter.com/Pall_Care_Aus
https://www.youtube.com/user/pallcareaustralia
http://www.ehospice.com/australia
http://www.palliativecare.org.au
mailto:pcainc@palliativecare.org.au
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/112617
http://healthindifference.org/
http://healthindifference.org/
http://healthindifference.org/palliative-care/
http://healthindifference.org/palliative-care/
http://www.ehospice.com/australia/en-gb/home.aspx


eHospice Australia:  

Featured in eHospice this week: 

 The vet will see you now 
 Death cafes a success for Brisbane’s Footprints 
 Research highlights the harsh realities of            

dementia care 

Workshops/Events 

PCA Conference Update 
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Decision Assist—Tasmania workshops 

Registrations are now open for residential and 
community aged care staff in Tasmania for free 
training in palliative care and advance care 
planning through Decision Assist workshops: 
 Residential aged care workshops – 

Hobart: Thursday 10 September 2015 
and Launceston: Tuesday 8  September 2015  

 Home Care workshops – Hobart: Friday 11     
September 2015 

To register for a workshop go to www.decisionassist.org.au. 
For further information phone (03) 9088 1252 
or email agedcaretraining@austin.org.au. 

News Briefs 

The Worm at the Core: On the Role of Death in Life – 
review—Authors of the book The Worm at the Core 
researched the theory of the fear of death and how it has 
guided the development of art, religion, language, 
economics and science.  To read the full article click here 
 
My First Year as a Young Widow—A young woman’s 
experience after the loss of her husband and her first year 
of grief. To read the full article click here 
 
School Kids Perform Haka— A high school teacher died 
and 1700 school boys performed the haka—a traditional 
sign of respect at his funeral. 
To watch the video click here 
 
How doctors want to die is different than most people—
A Standford University study shows almost 90 percent of 
doctors would forgo resuscitation and aggressive 
treatment when facing terminal illness. 
To read the full article click here 
 
Pledge to Little Stars and receive a free DVD—Little Stars 
are offering free DVDs for those wanting to host a 
screening of their paediatric palliative care films to raise 
awareness within the community.  
For more information click here  

If palliative care is to be fit for the future, 
it needs to be far more articulate about 
the benefits that it offers, according to 
Professor David Currow, Professor of 
Palliative and Supportive Services at 
Flinders University in Adelaide.  

Professor Currow says that this needs to 
happen not only while a person is facing 
a life-limiting illness but on their family’s 
health and wellbeing in the months and 
years after that person’s death.  

He says without that, the community will continue to 
struggle with the breadth of what should be achieved with 
excellent palliative care.  He says that extraordinary 
opportunities exist in continuing to build a program of work 
that better engages the community and our clinical 
colleagues in timely referral across the range of all people 
with life-limiting illnesses.  

He adds that while Australia is well placed to be fit for the 
future, it is going to need continued work to ensure that we 
are delivering the care that we know is possible. 

Professor Currow is also the Chief Cancer Officer of NSW and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Cancer Institute NSW, the NSW 
Government’s cancer control agency and will be taking part 
in a panel discussion and giving a presentation at Palliative 
Care Australia’s 13th Australian Palliative Care Conference.  

COLLOQUIUM—3rd Australian Palliative Care                
Research Colloquium  
What: To foster the evolution of empirical inquiry into palliative 
care, it is important that we continue to collaborate and have 
an opportunity to discuss key issues and learn new approaches.  
When: 22—23 October 2015 
Where: Melbourne, Victoria 
For more information click here 
 
TRAINING— Mindfulness and Awareness in End of Life Care  
What: A three day course on building authenticity, presence 
and capacity to work with the terminally ill and their families. 
When: Wednesday 7 October—Friday 9 October 2015 
Where: Melbourne, Victoria  
Cost: $750 
RSVP: Click here 
For more information visit the website 
 
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS—2015 Advance Care Planning and End 
of Life Care National Conference  
What: The conference theme is “Strategy in Action – Driving 
Change for the Consumer”, submissions should address either 
consumer or system questions from a predetermined list          
of themes.  
When: Abstract submissions close 19 September 2015 
Where: Melbourne, Victoria 
For more information and to submit click here 
 
EVENT—Cittamani Hospice Spiritual Care—Bringing a Calm and 
Compassionate Mind to the Care of the Dying  
When: 8:30am—4:30pm Friday 25 September 2015 
Where: Twin Waters Resort, Ocean Drive, Twin Waters QLD 
Cost: $120 regular $80 concession 
More information: Email Noela noela.cittamani@gmail.com  

Professor David Currow 
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