
11 June 2015 

From the CEO –Liz Callaghan 

This week, Palliative Care Australia (PCA) has been 
receiving photos from organisations that celebrated 
National Palliative Care Week (NPCW). PCA are thrilled 
NPCW made such an impact across the country. To view 
NPCW in retrospective please see the next page. 
 
This week the Department of Social Services (DSS) 
indicated the 2015 Aged Care Approvals Round (ACAR) 
will open in August. DSS has contacted PCA as one of its 
aged care stakeholders to assist in the identification of 
community needs to help inform the distribution of new 
aged care places. Responses to the feedback will be used 
to provide further insight into the Department’s planning 
data. Collectively, this will in turn inform the Regional 
Distribution of Aged Care Places for the 2015 ACAR. PCA 
will consult with its members in forming our view on 
community needs within Aged Care Planning Regions. To 
view Senator Fifield’s media release click here. 
 
All of PCA’s focus has turned to the 13th Australian 
Palliative Care Conference (APCC). If your abstract has 
been accepted, the early bird deadline for the APCC has 
been extended until today 5pm AEST Thursday 11         
June 2015. Next week, PCA are holding their Board 
meeting via teleconference. The Board and I look forward 
to discussing the success of NPCW and the                 
upcoming conference. 
 
This week membership of the Primary Health Care 
Advisory Group (PHCAG) was announced. The Group will 
investigate options into the reform of primary health care 
to support patients with complex and chronic illness, and 
the treatment of mental health conditions.  
 
Membership of the Medicare Benefits Schedule Review 
Taskforce was also announced. This Taskforce will 
consider how services can be aligned with contemporary 
clinical evidence and improve health outcomes for 
patients. PCA will work to be involved in both reviews and 
to ensure the issues facing people wanting to access and 
those receiving palliative care are heard. 

E-News 
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Department of Health decorating their tearoom for National 
Palliative Care Week 

 Department of Health’s goodies bags with origami dinosaurs 

Department of Health made piñata dinosaurs 

https://www.dss.gov.au/
https://www.dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/ageing-and-aged-care/tools-and-resources/ageing-and-aged-care-research-and-statistics/aged-care-planning-region-maps
http://mitchfifield.com/Media/MediaReleases/tabid/70/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/943/MEDIA-RELEASE--Aged-Care-Approval-Round-2015-to-open-in-August.aspx
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/112617
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/112617
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/PrimaryHealthCareAdvisoryGroup-1
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/PrimaryHealthCareAdvisoryGroup-1
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/MBSReviewTaskforce
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/MBSReviewTaskforce
https://twitter.com/Pall_Care_Aus
https://www.youtube.com/user/pallcareaustralia
http://www.ehospice.com/australia
http://www.palliativecare.org.au
mailto:pcainc@palliativecare.org.au
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/112617


How to care at the beginning and end of life: lessons on 
laboring, loving and leaving - An article about caring for 
someone during birth and death.  
To read the full article click here  
 
Palliative care pushes buttons: petition helps campaign 
grow legs —Orange’s Push for Palliative committee 
members say they have been overwhelmed by the 
response to a petition in the community during National 
Palliative Care Week last week.  
To read the full article click here 
 
Adelaide paediatric ICU nurse becomes end-of-life 
photographer — Ex Paediatric intensive care unit nurse 
and now photographer Helen Roberts hopes to create 
discussion around end-of-life photography to encourage 
people to plan to capture the final chapter in a       
person's life.  
To read the full article click here 
 
Hospice moves into new $5m home—Peninsula Home 
Hospice has launched a $5m campaign to pay for its new 
Mornington headquarters. The building will provide the 
first permanent home for the 30 year old organisation that 
supports people suffering from a terminal illness. 
To read the full article click here 
 
SEMINAR—End of life and people with intellectual 
disability  
When: 1pm—5pm Tuesday 30 June 2015 
Where: Eastern Ave Lecture Theatre, Eastern Ave,  The 
University of Sydney NSW 2006  
Cost: $70 inc. GST Full Registration 
          $35.00 inc. GST Concession Registration  
RSVP: Go to University of Sydney Website  

News Briefs 

Bowel Cancer Awareness Month 
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NPCW in Retrospect 

eHospice Australia:  

Featured in eHospice this week: 

 The value of volunteers 

Mary Potter Hospice in Adelaide celebrated NPCW with a 
gratitude tree and some ukulele players.  

New PCA Website 

Bowel Cancer Awareness Month is an annual awareness 
initiative of Bowel Cancer Australia throughout June.  
Bowel cancer is the second most common type of newly 
diagnosed cancer in Australia claiming the lives of 77 
Australians every week. It affects both men and women 
and is Australia’s second biggest cancer killer after lung 
cancer. 
Bowel Cancer Awareness 
Month has a positive 
message – saving lives 
through early detection – 
as bowel cancer is one of 
the most curable types of 
cancer if found early. 
For more information on 
how to be involved visit 
the website. 

As many of you are already aware, PCA has updated their 
website. Due to these updates various changes have           
been made.  
PCA Brochures: 
We no longer have an order form to order hard copy 
brochures. Our new brochures are under the I’m a Patient, I’m  
a Carer and I’m a Health Professional pages under the sub 
heading resources. These are for download only. If you would 
like to order the old hard copy brochures please email 
pcainc@palliativecare.org.au with the brochure name, amount 
of brochures and a street address. Please note: PCA are no 
longer producing these brochures so they will only be available 
until they run out. If you have any questions about these 
changes please email pcainc@palliativecare.org.au.  
To download the new brochures please click here 

The palliative care staff at Calvary Mater Newcastle used 
elements of fun and creativity to engage a broader 
audience 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/-camalo-gaskin/how-to-care-at-the-beginn_b_7502572.html
http://www.centralwesterndaily.com.au/story/3125798/palliative-care-pushes-buttons-petition-helps-campaign-grow-legs/?cs=103
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-10/adelaide-paediatric-icu-nurse-becomes-end-of-life-photographer/6535116
http://baysidenews.com.au/2015/06/09/hospice-moves-into-new-5m-home/
https://events.sydney.edu.au/office2/getdemo.ei?id=20535&s=_4300YO72P
https://twitter.com/Pall_Care_Aus
https://www.youtube.com/user/pallcareaustralia
http://www.ehospice.com/australia
http://www.palliativecare.org.au
mailto:pcainc@palliativecare.org.au
http://www.ehospice.com/australia/ArticleView/tabid/10688/ArticleId/15346/language/en-GB/View.aspx
http://www.ehospice.com/australia/en-gb/home.aspx
https://www.bowelcanceraustralia.org/bowel-cancer-awareness-month
https://www.bowelcanceraustralia.org/bowel-cancer-awareness-month
http://palliativecare.org.au/im-a-patient/
http://palliativecare.org.au/im-a-carer/
http://palliativecare.org.au/im-a-carer/
http://palliativecare.org.au/im-a-health-professional/
mailto:pcainc@palliativecare.org.au
mailto:pcainc@palliativecare.org.au
http://palliativecare.org.au/im-a-patient/
https://www.bowelcanceraustralia.org/bowel-cancer-awareness-month

